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Few things like the train have helped define the rea-
lity and the imagination of Italians. In the 19th cen-
tury the railway became a symbol of national unity:
not only were goods and ideas exchanged, the diffe-
rent people of the peninsula came into contact, came
to know each other, mingled. In short, the train has
sewn together Italy: with the troop trains of the First
World War, with the «popular trains» of the fascist
era, with the many «trains of the sun» that in the post-
war period dumped, in the hundreds of thousands,
people of the south in the suburbs of Turin and
Milan. The book tells the story of Italian railways
from its origins to the most recent evolution, which
includes new high-speed trains and the entry of pri-
vate companies as a result of the liberalisation of the
sector.

Stefano Magggi teaches History of Communications and Tran-
sport at the University of Siena. With Il Mulino he published
«Muoversi in Toscana. Ferrovie e trasporti dal Granducato alla
Regione» (with A. Giovani, 2005); «Storia dei trasporti in Italia»
(2009); «Le ferrovie» (2017).
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On the cover: Historic train (FS) on the Casavecchia Viaduct, 
near Asciano (Siena). Photo Andrea Bini, FVO-FTI archive - 
8 December 2006.
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